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35 January 5, 1900 

ALGERIA. 

Health of Algiers — Report of plague in Philippeville and Bougie. 

Algiers, Africa, November 28, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith copies and translations of 
two dispatches received at this office from the governor-general of 
Algeria. 

The first, dated November 15, is in answer to a letter I wrote on 
November 7, owing to rumors in circulation that an epidemic of bubonic 
plague had broken out at Philippeville and Bougie, and requesting 
positive information as to the sanitary condition of those two ports and 
of the rest of the colony as well. 

The second is a request from that official that the United States Gov- 
ernment be made acquainted with the condition of the public health in 
Algeria. 

It would seem, according to the statements contained in these com- 
munications, that the sanitary situation throughout this consular district 
is as satisfactory as possible. 

With regard to the city of Algiers and its vicinity, in spite of the 
fact that no medical statistics are published, I am satisfied that the 
public health is good, and I therefore continue to issue clean bills of 
health to vessels clearing from this port for the United States. 

You may feel assured that should any change occur in the present 
sanitary condition of the country I will at once notify the Department. 
Eespectfully, Chas. T. Grellet, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary op State. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Office of the Govebnob-Genebal of Algebia, 

Algiers, November IS, 1899. 

Mr. Consul : Yon kindly ask me what credit should be attached to the rumor that 
an epidemic of bubonic plague has broken out at Philippeville and Bougie. 

I have the honor to inform you that said rumor is without foundation. 

It is true, that from September 15 to October 15, the attention of the public authori- 
ties was drawn to several suspicious cases, and the enforcement of a system of energetic 
measures and the sending of an eminent specialist to those two localities were determined 
upon ; but said cases, but few in number, have remained absolutely isolated. 

The patients are now well, and for over a month, in spite of the most stringent watch- 
fulness, not a single new case has been detected. 

The sanitary condition of the two above mentioned ports is excellent. It is need- 
less to add that that of the other Algerian ports, and more particularly that of the city 
of Algiers, has never given rise to the least uneasiness. 

Moreover, the measures enforced from the very beginning at Philippeville and Bou- 
gie (absolute isolation of suspicious patients, strict disinfection by steam, close super- 
vision over departures by either land or sea, prohibition of the shipping of any articles 
susceptible to spread pestilential diseases) would have sufficed to discard any danger of 
propagation, had we to deal with a real epidemic. 

Eespectfully, Ed. Lafeebiebe, 

Governor-General. 

[Inclosure No. 2.1 

Office of the Govebnoe-Genebal of Algeria, 

Algiers, November Sg, 1899. 
Mr. Consul : Rumors have been circulated in France and foreign countries that an 
epidemic of plague has broken out in Algeria, and people have gone so far as to say 
that several cases have occurred in Algiers. 

In spite of unofficial denials, these allegations have been persisted in, thus seriously 
injuring the commercial and maritime interests of Algeria ; and several foreign Govern- 
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ments, therefore, believed themselves justified in enforcing special quarantine measures 
on arrivals from Algeria. Some companies also have ordered their ships to discontinue 
their usual calls at the port of Algiers. 

I consider it my duty to ask your kind assistance in order to put an end to a state of 
affairs which, should it continue, would not less seriously impair the interests of 
foreign charterers than those of colonial freighters. 

I have the honor to again assure you that any rumor tending to create the belief of 
the existence of an epidemic of plague in Algeria is utterly without foundation. 

Though it is true that the attention of the sanitary authorities has been called to 
several cases in east Algerian ports, these cases were merely suspicious, rare, and iso- 
lated ; occurred more than a month ago, and have not been followed by a single new 
case in the least suspicious. Furthermore, they attracted attention only because of the 
notification of epidemic centers on the coast of a European state. 

You would greatly oblige me by informing your Government, and, on occasion, the 
companies having relations with Algerian ports, that there does not exist any case of 
plague in Algeria, and that the sanitary condition of the colony, and more particularly 
that of the city of Algiers, is as satisfactory as possible. 

Respectfully, Ed. Lafebbiebe, 

Governor-General. 

BRAZIL. 

Reports from Bio de Janeiro. 

Plague at Santos. 

Bio de Janeiro, November 22, 1899. 

Sir : Since my last report there have occurred 3 recognized cases and 
1 suspected case of plague. Among the new patients is the pharmacist 
of the isolation hospital. It may be again mentioned that the directiDg 
physician of the isolation hospital was also attacked, but has already 
recovered from plague. Among other patients there has occurred 1 
more death. ' 

I make the following addition to the list of the isolation hospital 
which I had sent with my report dated November 10 : 
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a Typhoid fever. 



6 One plague; 1 suspected. 



c Pharmacist. 



Therefore, the total result has been as follows : 

Without regard to the cases that occurred at the beginning and were 
not recognized, there have been up to the present time 25 cases, of 
which 11 were fatal, 6 were cured and discharged, and there remained 
under treatment 8 cases and 1 suspected case. 

During sixteen days, since the 7th instant, there have occurred only 
2 cases of plague in the population at Santos; the infection of the 
pharmacist was probably from the hospital itself. 



